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Introduction

ARSY VARSY

hat kind of title is Arsy Varsy? It’s an old Puritan word sim-
ilar to vice versa. Where visa versa means conversely or a 
change in order, arsy varsy (pronounced  ahr-see-vahr-see)  

means “1. (adj.)  wrong end foremost, i.e.,  completely backward, an 
arsy varsy way of doing things; and 2. (adv.) in a backward or thor-
oughly  mixed-up  fashion,  i.e.,  the  papers  are  all  filed  arsy  varsy. 
Today we might use the expression ass backward, which suggests that 
something is happening the wrong way, with the rear coming first. It 
indicates the complete reversal of the correct order.

W
Why would a book like this be dedicated to a President, particu-

larly  to  a  President  like  Barack  Obama?  There  is  a  long  tradition 
among Christian writers  to  provide theological  insight where it  is 
needed, where its application can get the most bang for the buck, so 
to speak. Senator Obama campaigned for President on the platform 
of bringing needed change to America, and that is exactly what this 
book is about.

I will put forth the audacity to hope that all Americans want what 
is best for America, and that the President—any President—is called 
to provide what he can toward that goal. Granted that my concern is 
theological and not political, though the two things are intimately re-
lated. The old adage is that so goes the (Christian) church, so goes the 
nation. This is true because politics are the outworking of beliefs and 
beliefs are the product of theology. Theology is simply the expression 
of our beliefs about God. And everyone has a theology, even atheists. 
They believe that God doesn’t exist.

The theological position espoused herein is neither Left nor Right, 
neither Liberal or Conservative because it is both Left and Right, Lib-
eral and Conservative. How can this be? Because the traditional Left/
Right, Liberal/Conservative dichotomy is inadequate to the reality of 
life. It is a false dichotomy built upon a false and shallow understand-
ing of reality. And it is our understanding of the reality in which we 
live that is the subject of this book.

Paul’s intent in writing to the Corinthians was to correct a false 
understanding of success that had captured and perverted the gospel 
of Jesus Christ into its service. My intent is to reiterate Paul’s mes-
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sage in a way that is orthodox and makes sense to me—and God-will-
ing,  to  my contemporaries.  This  is  no  more  than  all  Christians  are 
called to do.

The thesis of this book is that Paul thought, wrote and taught that 
some of the leaders of the Corinthian church had things arsy varsy or 
ass backwards. And the reason that First Corinthians has been valued 
over the centuries is that many Christians and churches have found 
Paul’s insights and teachings to be valuable. It’s a common problem 
that has plagued Christianity since the time of the Corinthian church, 
and before that back into the history of the Old Testament to the Fall 
of Adam. Being a sinner means getting things wrong. Paul was trying 
to help the Corinthians get things right, and their getting things right 
meant that they first come to understand that they had things wrong.

Expositional preaching provides the best exposure to a truly bibli-
cal perspective of Scripture. By simply preaching through a book of 
the Bible we cannot avoid those particular Scriptures or ideas that we 
don’t like. And if we are honest, we will admit that there is much in 
God’s Word that we don’t like. If we were God, we’d do things quite dif-
ferently. Thank God we aren’t! God has given us His Word (Scripture) 
in the order, and with the terminology and the emphasis He wants it to 
have. Let us endeavor to receive it as He has given it to us, and to pass 
it forward as we have received it.

The contemporary American churches in the dawning of the Twen-
ty-First Century are in a situation that is remarkably similar to that of 
the ancient Corinthian church. So, I decided to preach my way through 
Corinthians with the hope that Paul’s work with the Corinthians will 
have some pertinent analysis of and application to our own contempo-
rary situation. My approach has not been to read everything I could 
find about Corinthians in the hope of adding something new to the his-
toric dialog. Rather, my intention is less grand. I hope to see and reveal 
the trouble the Corinthians had gotten into as a church as clearly as 
possible in order to understand what Paul was saying to them in the 
hope of shining some light on our own problem because their problem 
is  our problem. It’s  a  recurring problem because it  is  a  problem of 
gospel reception and transmission.

“Corinth was a city of wealth and culture, seated at the crossroads 
of the Roman Empire, where all the trade and commerce of the empire 
passed through. It was a city of beauty, a resort city, located in a very 
beautiful area, but it was also a city of prostitution and of passion. It 
was devoted to trade and commerce, but also to the worship of the 
goddess of sex”1 Many of the people in the Corinthian church didn't 

1 Expository Studies in 1 Corinthians, The Deep Things of God, chapter: The Corinthian Cri-
sis, by Ray Steadman, http://www.raystedman.org/1corinthians/3571.html.
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understand why Paul was so troubled with them. After all, they were a 
large,  successful  church.  They  were  growing  by  leaps  and  bounds. 
Membership and attendance statistics were solid. They thought they 
were doing great.

But Paul was troubled by what they were doing and he made every 
effort to tell them so. His trouble with the Corinthians is our trouble 
because his trouble with them would be his trouble with us. Unfortu-
nately, the popular Evangelical approach to Christianity today has left 
too many people thinking that the pinnacle of Christianity comes at 
conversion, when we first give our hearts and lives to Jesus Christ. The 
initial  change of heart  and mind that  captures  new Christians  is  so 
stark a contrast to life before regeneration that it is described as going 
from death to life, from darkness to light. And it is exactly that!

But for far too many Christians the emotional high that accompa-
nied  their  initial  conversion  and  the  wonderful  feelings  associated 
with the release from the burden of sin establishes a kind of emotional 
“high water mark” in their lives. It is a “mountain top experience” and 
tends to fade as people return to the daily drudgery of ordinary life. 
The release from sin releases a stream of endorphins into the blood 
stream. This, of course, is not a bad thing, but a good thing because it 
associates good feelings with God. However, being awash in an endor-
phin high is not the state of heart and mind that God wants His people 
to live in day in and day out. Nor does God want His people to get stuck 
in an emotional rut, forever pining for and pursuing the pleasures of 
emotional indulgence.

Too many Christians today are like converted hippies of a former 
time. “I used to get high on drugs, but now I get high on Jesus!” Too 
much Christianity today is patterned after an endorphin rush. Please 
understand me. There is nothing wrong with feeling good, but our own 
good feelings are not the heart of Christianity.

Rather, God wants His people to grow—emotionally, intellectually, 
relationally, in every way. We are to grow “until we all attain to the 
unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature 
manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, so 
that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and 
carried about by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by crafti-
ness in deceitful schemes. Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to 
grow  up  in  every  way  into  him who is  the  head,  into  Christ,  from 
whom the whole body, joined and held together by every joint with 
which it is equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the 
body grow so that it builds itself up in love” (Ephesians 4:13-16). And 
more often than not growth—real growth—is hard work.

It is amazing how much application Paul’s words to the Corinthians 
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have to the contemporary churches at the beginning of the Twenty-
First Century. It is amazing how Paul's analysis of their problem fits 
the contemporary situation. And of course it is true that Paul was writ-
ing  to  them  in  their  time  about  some  very  specific  problems.  So, 
understanding Paul’s words from their perspective, from the perspec-
tive of that First Century Corinthian church is very important to the 
study of Corinthians today. However, if we only understand Paul from 
a First Century perspective, as applying only to the Corinthian church, 
we will only have a history lesson. As important as it is to understand 
what Paul was saying to those who first received his letter, to place our 
primary focus there will blunt the sharp edge of Paul’s analysis and 
prescription, and quench the Spirit (1 Thessalonians 5:19) who is also 
speaking to us.

Of course Paul was writing directly to those First Century Chris-
tians. I’m not disputing that. And it is important to understand what 
he was saying to them. But we must understand that Paul was not writ-
ing  merely to them. Paul was quite aware of his  own position as an 
apostle of  Jesus Christ,  of  the importance of his words, and of their 
place in history should God be willing to preserve them. And He did 
preserve Paul’s words for us. Why did God preserve Paul’s words for 
us? Because they were not just for those First Century Christians at 
Corinth, but they were intended by God and by Paul for us who would 
come later (1 Corinthians 10:11). Consequently, our task is to under-
stand, not merely what Paul was saying to the Corinthians,  but also 
what he is saying to us today.

It is in this sense that the Scriptures are living documents. They are 
alive, just as Christ Himself is alive, and they speak the Words of Christ 
to us through Paul across two millennia. This is the sense in which I 
have approached this series on Corinthians. And I pray that the Lord 
will bless these meager efforts to help make Paul’s words come alive in 
the minds and hearts of His people in our day. It is a difficult task be-
cause, like the Corinthians, many contemporary churches are caught 
up in their own apparent success. Their numbers are good, people are 
coming, they’re growing. So, what’s the problem? Well, that is the sub-
ject of this book.

I pray that you will see and hear Paul’s words—God’s Word—through 
my feeble and fallible efforts.  Whatever success toward this end that 
may accrue to this work belongs to our Triune God who lives in the 
words of Paul, the words of Scripture, the Word of God. Where my words 
fail to communicate God’s message accurately the fault is my own. I am 
a weak reed. But our God is truly great! And I pray that He will intercede 
between writer and reader to communicate and bless you as you engage 
these words,  that  He may show you His purpose in Paul’s  words and 
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their application to your life and to His churches today. 

THANKS

I want to thank several people who helped improve this book. Paul 
Williams, a neighbor and confidant, also proofread the text. While Paul 
and I have many theological disagreements along the classical divides of 
the Sixteenth Century, we are sufficiently committed to the unity of the 
church and interested in the deeper things that we have become good 
friends. I never satisfy all of Paul’s concerns, but he keeps me sharp. 

Other friends have provided me with a lot of meat to chew on re-
garding  various  features  of  this  work.  Many  good  questions  have 
helped to clarify various arguments, though I have not satisfied some 
of their most basic concerns. Three things stand out as the source of 
the  discomfort  of  some  people  regarding  this  treatment  of  First 
Corinthians. First, my presuppositional approach is different from an 
evidential approach to biblical study. Second, the integration of Trini-
tarian categories regarding human nature as a genuine reflection of 
God’s  nature  result  in  additional  complexities  found in  the  biblical 
text. And third, the application of the above presuppositionalism and 
Trinitarianism to Paul’s treatment of Spiritual gifts yields richer expla-
nations, more diverse applications and a more foundational position 
for Spiritual gifts regarding both the lives of individual Christians and 
the  structure  of  the  church.  These  interactions  have  given  me  a 
greater appreciation of the importance of epistemology and its impact 
on theology.

My wife,  Stephanie,  continues  to  be  a  blessing  to  me as  I  have 
grown over the years. No one knows the extent of my growth like she 
does.  We  have  gone  through  many  twists  and  turns  together,  and 
weathered many storms. My work would not be possible apart from 
her continuing love and support.

My children, Adam, Austin and Justin, provide the teleological im-
petus for my efforts, and for them I am thankful. I have appreciated 
them all of their lives—and increasingly so as they have become young 
men. They are familiar with the material here and I expect—hope, re-
ally—that they will take it and run with it in the years to come. I am 
not pressing for their agreement, but for their serious engagement.

Underneath and above all of this runs my thankfulness to God for 
Jesus Christ, apart from whom nothing would matter, and in the light 
of Whom everything matters so dearly.

Phillip A. Ross
Marietta, Ohio

November 2008
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283, 284, 288, 294
Communion......84, 85, 170, 

171, 172, 205, 206, 207, 
208, 213, 216, 217

companionship...............127
compartmentalization....106
compassion......................69
condemnation152, 210, 216, 

230, 315
confession..............184, 350
confidence, in Christ......353
conformity.......................48
Congregational.................15
conscience78, 140, 177, 194, 

196
consciousness...................53
consequences. 49, 78, 80, 98
Constantine....................237
consumer-oriented...........22
consummation................108
contagious..................84, 85
containment...............84, 85
contemptible....................19
contend...........................230
contention......................295

contentious.....................196
continence......................130
continuity.......................270
conversion28, 29, 40, 56, 64, 

100, 120, 129, 132, 150, 
348

converted.................64, 116
cope..................................42
copies.............................333
Coptic Gospel................232
Corinth...293, 349, 352, 354
corporate 340, 341, 343, 345
corporate pain................246
corpse, wash...................320
corrupt priesthood..........229
corruption103, 253, 322, 331
counter culture...............192
counterfeit......................281
courage...................356, 358
court184, 193, 215, 253, 254
court, corrupt.................253
covenant29, 30, 63, 70, 108, 

109, 110, 112, 113, 115, 
119, 120, 121, 122, 126, 
136, 152, 158, 164, 190, 
207, 208, 272, 356

covenant theology............15
creation..........................318
creation story.................189
creativity..................49, 356
crime................................19
criminal..........................122
cultivation........................74
cultural...........................117
cultural norms................184
culture16, 47, 53, 56, 66, 68, 

69, 74, 77, 84, 85, 86, 87, 
111, 123, 141, 158, 175, 
191, 192, 195, 205, 249, 
289, 309, 322, 335, 357

cup.................173, 174, 206
curiosity.........................271
curse120, 152, 154, 209, 363
customer...........................25
customer-centered............22
cynicism.................264, 265
Damascus...............115, 321
damnation.....51, 81, 87, 88, 

152, 173, 209, 221, 311, 
364

Darwin, Charles...............15
David...............................63
deacon................7, 217, 222
death....46, 50, 65, 105, 110, 

115, 127, 145, 153, 163, 
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183, 205, 207, 213, 218, 
232, 260, 271, 303, 313, 
317, 321, 328, 331, 334, 
336, 339, 341, 342, 344, 
345, 346, 350, 353, 356, 
358, 364

death, double..................341
death, individual............342
death, individual, corporate, 

spiritual......................339
death, second.........341, 343
debt................................124
deceit..............................357
deception........................322
decree...............................45
degenerate......................141
degeneration...................334
demon possession. .251, 252
denial.........................41, 51
denominational 

administration............242
denominations243, 282, 296
depravity..................46, 286
desire......106, 274, 281, 296
destruction.....46, 49, 81, 94
devices.............................48
dichotomy......................113
discern................58, 59, 109
discernment..............56, 177
discipleship......................34
discipline.44, 67, 74, 84, 87, 

123, 135, 165, 200, 215, 
218, 272, 290

discourage........................67
discouragement........66, 347
discreet...........................166
discrimination................230
discussion...............199, 203
disease..............................83
dishonesty......................357
dishonor...................46, 331
disillusionment.......199, 347
disobedience....................46
dispensationalism...........337
disputation.....................230
dissension.........................33
diversity. .7, 10, 11, 48, 109, 

170, 173, 223, 225, 226, 
238, 239, 241, 243, 256, 
257, 258, 259

division. 10, 33, 35, 53, 198, 
200, 215, 245, 295

division of labor.....243, 257
divorce...........116, 119, 122
doctrine...11, 45, 57, 91, 97, 

183, 226, 245, 249, 253, 
266, 283, 311

domestic violence............19
Dorcas............................320
double bind............185, 190
drug abuse........................19
drunkards.............86, 96, 99
dualism...104, 113, 139, 326
dumb down....................290
duration..........................267
duty................................231
dynamism.........................73
earth...............................107
economy.191, 223, 243, 348
ecstatic...................233, 234
edification.....135, 277, 281, 

283, 291, 323
education..19, 106, 107, 290
effectiveness..................267
effectual.........................213
efficacious......................208
efficiency.........................25
effort..............................308
egg and chicken, caterpillar 

and butterfly..............329
ego.........................135, 264
Einstein, Albert..............242
elder.....................7, 89, 190
elect..................................38
election...................120, 185
eloquence...................17, 18
embellish....................18, 42
embodiment...................349
Emerson, Ralph Waldo....23
Emmaus Road................347
emotional.......................310
encourage...........67, 85, 135
encouragement......197, 276, 

295, 297
energy....................222, 223
enlightenment..................15
enthusiasm.............281, 282
entity..............................211
envy.......................258, 264
Ephesus..........................348
equality..........................193
equanimity.....................130
equity.............................266
equivocation.....................18
Essene............112, 113, 115
eternity. .265, 268, 269, 312, 

316, 366
ethical.............................335
ethics......................105, 134
ethnic.............................230

evangelism....17, 18, 22, 23, 
25, 26, 28, 35, 74, 222, 
223, 224, 255, 275, 283

Eve46, 55, 57, 192, 194, 297
everyone...........................99
evil....49, 57, 104, 163, 177, 

178, 201, 221, 230, 231, 
234, 286, 291

examination...................246
excellence......................356
excommunication.......79, 84
exhortation.....................292
existence; individual, 

corporate, spiritual.....343
expediency.....................105
experience......133, 134, 290
extraordinary.126, 228, 275, 

295, 296, 299
face of God....................271
factions...................200, 203
failure.............................258
fairness...........................266
faith...18, 38, 53, 54, 55, 63, 

71
faithfulness......7, 9, 73, 144, 

159, 163, 164, 186, 227, 
262, 263, 266, 281, 295, 
305, 311, 314

faithless............................76
faithlessness.......67, 78, 328
Fall.....57, 78, 121, 317, 334
false doctrine..................200
false gods......136, 140, 143, 

145, 176, 178, 220, 232
false worship..................133
family....67, 83, 84, 94, 108, 

113, 116, 121, 126, 130, 
132, 149, 150, 185, 191, 
194, 196, 211, 217, 230, 
244, 255, 355, 356

fashion.....................18, 129
fear, of God....................353
feelings..32, 35, 45, 87, 130, 

197, 198, 265, 363
Felix...............................205
fellowship. 7, 12, 31, 42, 45, 

81, 84, 85, 116, 132, 158, 
168, 171, 179, 211, 215, 
216, 217, 244, 259, 299, 
366

fellowship, home vs. church
...................................218

felt needs........................264
femininity.......................195
fingerprinted..................206
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firstborn of the reborn....334
firstfruits........................316
flashlights...............248, 249
flee.................................166
flesh...............................127
flux of change................241
followers..................71, 182
followership...........247, 297
folly....................................9
food105, 132, 140, 141, 142, 

144, 148, 175, 176, 177, 
191

foreign languages..234, 268, 
276, 277, 281, 283, 286, 
289

foretell............186, 229, 275
forgiveness....61, 76, 78, 79, 

81, 82, 87, 94, 103, 308, 
324, 350, 364

fornication.77, 78, 103, 108, 
109, 112, 113, 116

forth-tell.................229, 275
forthrightness.................358
Fortunatus......................360
free will..................155, 213
freedom.103, 130, 141, 142, 

148, 157, 175, 177, 178, 
179, 196, 205, 207, 231, 
257, 365

friendship.......................244
frustration.......................166
fulfillment......................350
Gaia................................232
Garden (of Eden)...........194
generation gap................199
genocide.........................341
Gentiles.10, 18, 53, 63, 235, 

236, 248, 255, 287
gift envy.........................243
gift of administrations....252
gift of discernment.........230
gift of faith.....................227
gift of healing.........227, 251
gift of helps....................251
gift of knowledge...........225
gift of miracles.......228, 249
gift of prayer..................252
gift of prophecy.....229, 248
gift of teaching...............248
gift of tongues........231, 254
gift of wisdom................225
gifts116, 219, 221, 222, 224, 

225, 226, 239, 242, 245, 
250, 257, 258, 269, 273, 
274, 275, 276, 280, 285, 

316
gifts, higher....................258
Gill, John... .31, 34, 79, 196, 

201, 296, 305, 360
glorification...................269
glory..8, 9, 49, 50, 122, 152, 

153, 173, 180, 181, 201, 
228, 258, 271, 308, 312, 
314, 322, 330, 331

glossolalia.....231, 234, 261, 
262, 267, 276, 279, 283, 
285, 288

glossolalia, Christian.....232
Gnostic..103, 104, 112, 113, 

133, 225, 232, 279
God’s image.....................70
Godhead.........................356
godliness............................8
Golden Calf....................163
Golden Rule.....................49
Golgotha........................365
good news..............152, 216
goodness........................357
gospel.............103, 104, 121
Gospel rejection.............351
gospel, false...................309
gossip.....................103, 135
government....190, 192, 296
grace....9, 15, 18, 26, 34, 35, 

39, 40, 64, 65, 70, 79, 80, 
81, 85, 87, 88, 97, 99, 
105, 119, 132, 135, 136, 
152, 166, 193, 196, 198, 
199, 201, 227, 231, 307, 
311, 312, 353, 364, 365

greed............86, 96, 99, 357
Greek philosophy...........241
Green, Jay..............274, 280
grip, loss of....................272
groups............................110
grumble..........................164
guilt........................271, 308
habit...........38, 85, 100, 184
happiness110, 117, 123, 181
harlots................................8
Harvard University..........15
hate...................46, 265, 266
hate crimes.......................91
hats.........................186, 189
head coverings......187, 189, 

190, 191, 194, 195, 196
headship184, 185, 187, 315, 

317
healing...........................227
health. 44, 91, 108, 113, 215

healthy...........................117
hear................................286
hearing...........................121
hearsay...........................327
heathen.............................86
heaven.....38, 51, 56, 61, 96, 

107, 110, 312, 315, 330, 
331, 335, 336, 337

heaven, populated with 
bodies........................330

heaven, reward...............322
Hebrew...........................235
hell...............38, 51, 94, 350
helper.............................193
helping...........................251
Henry, Matthew. .31, 37, 78, 

81, 100, 320
heresy.....................198, 200
Hermes.............................54
hierarchy..........50, 190, 316
higher spirituality...........255
history20, 31, 47, 57, 59, 63, 

69, 112, 114, 129, 174, 
199, 207, 221, 228, 239, 
270, 310, 320, 333, 362

history, culmination of...337
history, fulcrum of.........347
holiday. .132, 136, 140, 141, 

143, 148, 174
holiness.....8, 130, 201, 216, 

343, 345
holistic.............................85
holy........................120, 153
Holy Communion............81
Holy Spirit. .8, 9, 12, 36, 38, 

40, 41, 47, 54, 55, 62, 63, 
64, 78, 81, 83, 92, 93, 94, 
97, 98, 101, 105, 106, 
110, 115, 121, 124, 140, 
145, 166, 169, 172, 186, 
199, 206, 208, 209, 210, 
213, 219, 220, 221, 223, 
226, 228, 230, 232, 243, 
252, 255, 256, 259, 263, 
269, 278, 281, 282, 289, 
295, 302, 303, 314, 315, 
318, 334, 342, 343, 346, 
349, 351

homeless..........................66
homemaker....................126
homosexuality.....77, 96, 99, 

178
honesty.....................94, 181
honor. .46, 54, 187, 194, 356
hope. 50, 272, 310, 334, 357



372__________________________________________Arsy Varsy

hopelessness...................334
household.......120, 191, 202
Hovind, Kent.................133
human habitat................330
humanity divided...........335
humility20, 73, 83, 159, 174
husband.114, 184, 185, 187, 

190, 191, 194, 195, 272
husband, as priest...........298
husband, election of.......185
husbandry.........................33
hyperbole.........................17
hypocrite....................86, 87
ideal.......................258, 263
identity. .109, 147, 158, 170, 

172, 192, 206, 240, 242, 
270, 340, 341, 343, 366

identity, corporate..........171
idiots..............................283
idolatry..140, 143, 163, 164, 

166, 168, 169, 174, 178, 
220, 311

ignorance.......................324
illicit.................................77
illness.............................213
illusions............83, 199, 230
image.............................136
imagination............134, 337
imitate...68, 69, 70, 71, 182, 

183, 197
imitation..74, 173, 177, 257, 

306
immature........................142
immaturity... .26, 30, 31, 32, 

34, 46, 142, 143, 286, 
288, 354, 356, 357

immeasurable.................337
immersion........................62
immoral..........8, 85, 96, 144
immorality 8, 77, 78, 84, 86, 

89, 98, 102, 105, 112, 
141, 164, 182, 183, 198

improvement..........135, 357
impurity.............49, 91, 141
impute............................181
inadequate......................199
incarnation.............106, 349
incest..............................172
indignant........................264
individuality...110, 243, 343
indivisible......................336
industrialization.............191
infallible...........64, 221, 299
inferior...........................331
informal.................216, 256

inherit...............................98
inherit the kingdom........335
inheritance.....................332
iniquity...................114, 266
injustice..........................266
inspiration......131, 186, 229
instantaneous.................336
institution.......................205
instruction......................135
integrity............85, 181, 357
intellectual... .104, 113, 134, 

220, 310, 355
intelligence..17, 52, 66, 104, 

166, 168, 230, 290, 356
interpretation..................296
inversion..........................42
investiture......................344
invisible.........................256
invitation..........................26
irony.................................65
irresponsible...........297, 298
irritability.......................264
Isaac...............................270
Isaiah......................204, 287
Israel.....10, 53, 56, 85, 219, 

235
itinerant..........................150
Jacob..............................270
jealous............174, 258, 355
Jeremiah.........................323
Jerusalem.................11, 119
Jerusalem, destruction of

. .119, 126, 128, 130, 131, 
174, 191, 348

jihad...............................145
John the Baptist. 60, 61, 204
joy...85, 108, 117, 156, 230, 

257, 266
Judaism..........................128
Judas..............................305
Judea................................61
judgment120, 193, 214, 215, 

218, 229, 230, 336, 356
judgment, final...............364
judgmentalism.................42
jurisdiction 90, 91, 142, 184, 

196
juristic persons...............340
justice49, 99, 193, 201, 266, 

357
justification 34, 97, 100, 315
justified............................56
K-love............................135
kairos moment...............128
Kardec, Allan.................232

kind produces kind.........336
kindness.........................263
kingdom of God...............95
kitsch................................69
knowing fully & fully 

known........................271
knowledge..57, 58, 268, 269
lame beggar....................228
language, failure of........268
language, inadequate.....278
language, unknown........281
last trumpet....................337
lawful.............................144
lawlessness.....................100
leadership......150, 180, 185, 

191, 229, 231, 246, 247, 
259, 290, 297, 361

leadership, men..............297
leadership, representative

...................................297
leadership, women. 296, 297
leaven...............83, 124, 322
legal.......................110, 114
lesbianism........................77
Levites...................163, 229
liberalism.................19, 356
libertine..................104, 112
lifestyle..........................205
literature.....................22, 27
logical disconnect. .192, 220
logos...............................226
Lone Ranger..................308
long hair.........................195
Lord’s Supper. 81, 201, 204, 

205, 206, 207, 208, 209, 
212, 213, 216, 217, 218, 
228

Lordship.........................184
lost. . .38, 158, 167, 208, 283
louo................................320
love.....45, 46, 50, 103, 135, 

231, 244, 259, 262, 264, 
265, 267, 268, 269, 272, 
273, 274, 355, 358

love commanded............274
Love, Christopher............81
love, our weakness.........358
love, phileo....................363
love, what it is not..........263
lowest common denominator

...................................290
loyalty....................227, 355
lunchroom......................235
lust.............................49, 79
Luther, Martin....................7
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Lystra...............................54
MacArthur, John..............35
magic.........................34, 40
malice.............................286
maliciousness.................286
manliness.......................358
mannerisms....................182
manners............94, 181, 263
marketing 18, 22, 23, 24, 25, 

27
marketing creep...............23
marriage 108, 109, 110, 112, 

113, 114, 115, 117, 119, 
120, 122, 123, 126, 127, 
128, 129, 131, 148, 149, 
185, 272, 356

marriage, mixed....118, 119, 
126

Mars Hill..................58, 180
martyrdom.....263, 299, 320
masculinity.....................195
mass production...............69
Massachusetts Bay Colony

.....................................15
master.............................264
material needs................150
Matthias.........................305
maturity26, 30, 31, 101, 116, 

136, 142, 144, 176, 177, 
199, 269, 270, 275, 281, 
286, 311, 328, 354, 357

McCloskey, Robert........279
meaning...........................59
means.............................228
means of grace...............258
means, ordinary.............314
media.......................47, 250
mediocrity......................160
meditate...........................71
meetings, avoid..............128
mega churches.................22
melting pot.......................10
membership 12, 51, 62, 107, 

109, 157, 172, 206, 351
mercy. 80, 99, 136, 353, 364
Messiah..........................205
metaphor..................17, 321
metaphysics...................121
Miller, Mark...................323
mimic.............................177
mind.................................38
ministry expenses..........149
ministry, not easy...........349
miracle. . .228, 236, 295, 326
miracles............18, 249, 262

miracles, age of..............248
miracles, ceased.............249
mirror.....................270, 330
mission.....................66, 249
misunderstanding.............67
mixed gatherings............217
mnemonic device...........205
modern...........................195
modern media..................23
moral8, 9, 46, 73, 83, 86, 89, 

91, 100, 103, 121, 141, 
142, 148, 335, 357

morality...8, 91, 94, 99, 105, 
111, 134, 140, 148, 172, 
177, 183, 195, 335, 357

Mormon.........................319
mortification 32, 34, 81, 323
Moses63, 90, 163, 164, 235, 

253, 270, 287, 317
motherhood....................189
Mount of Olives.............303
murder............................172
music........................16, 282
musical instruments.......279
mystery. . .55, 113, 186, 231, 

240, 263, 304, 326, 336
mystical.211, 234, 236, 275, 

279, 283, 319
mysticism.........................35
mystification..................319
national....................53, 230
natural37, 41, 334, 335, 336, 

342
natural man....................333
natural spirit.....................37
nature. 47, 54, 195, 228, 328
Nazi persecutions...........127
neutral..............................52
New Jerusalem...............165
news...............................135
Noah.........................63, 152
noble......................263, 292
nonbelievers...................140
nonconformity.................48
nonelect............................38
nonsense.........................299
nonsensical.....................327
norms.............................186
not-yet-saved lost.............15
obedience 9, 50, 65, 92, 105, 

155, 158, 179, 199
objective52, 57, 58, 99, 178, 

197, 202
objective knowledge........41
objectivity..............133, 134

obligation...............188, 231
Oedipus............................83
offense...........180, 197, 354
office, family.................185
office/man, role/individual

...................................344
old man/new man...........343
Old Testament303, 305, 339
Olivet Discourse............337
oneness...........................173
opinion.............................80
opposition......................285
Oracle of Delphi....232, 261
ordain.............................361
ordinance.......................202
ordinary.....91, 92, 124, 126, 

130, 156, 160, 184, 186, 
210, 218, 224, 228, 229, 
231, 234, 240, 255, 258, 
275, 283, 295, 300, 305, 
306

organism........................211
original...................234, 333
original thinking..............70
orthodox..97, 141, 199, 220, 

299
outsiders.........................283
oversight........................253
ownership...............114, 122
pagan...8, 58, 65, 78, 98, 99, 

186, 229
pantheon.........................174
participation. .172, 186, 208, 

209, 290, 345
particularity...109, 110, 212, 

224
passion.....35, 191, 274, 365
Passover.....................84, 85
pastors..............................93
patience..........................263
peace. 12, 28, 35, 50, 91, 99, 

291, 292, 296
Peacemakers....................93
Peacocke, Dennis...........134
peculiar..........................258
Peeping Toms................271
penis...............................107
Pentecost........235, 236, 349
Pentecostal.......62, 210, 231
perfect8, 268, 269, 270, 271, 

282, 286, 312
permission......................295
persecution....126, 127, 129, 

130, 150, 179, 307, 320, 
348
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perseverance.....34, 35, 165, 
200, 216, 227, 263, 267, 
302, 311, 358

personal................39, 40, 45
personal relationship........29
personality.............259, 343
perspective....38, 39, 41, 53, 

54, 55, 56, 57, 58, 59, 63, 
65, 66, 109, 128, 139, 
178, 223, 226, 237, 251, 
252, 291, 302, 327, 346

perversion..............112, 114
Pharisee............22, 148, 306
philosophical 

compartmentalization 106
philosophy... .27, 35, 64, 66, 

107, 113, 140, 147, 221
physics...................242, 244
pity.................................310
Plato.......................104, 240
politically correct.............42
politics...................192, 247
poor me complex...........257
popular....19, 23, 27, 35, 47, 

80, 102, 103, 108, 112, 
129, 141, 148, 192, 247, 
355, 357

population..............239, 250
positive and encouraging197
possession......................234
Postmodern....................195
poverty.................19, 68, 94
practical.........................355
practical application.......134
praise................................46
prayer......96, 106, 114, 185, 

194, 252, 282, 292
preach13, 14, 17, 22, 26, 40, 

61, 64, 65, 66, 68, 98, 
121, 152, 154, 155, 156, 
166, 227, 228, 229, 230, 
248, 275, 294, 296, 299, 
302, 308, 309, 335, 349, 
353, 354

prejudice................103, 178
presumption. .164, 193, 209, 

210
presupposition................103
pretend...........................258
pride. .20, 49, 57, 65, 67, 71, 

73, 78, 82, 83, 85, 87, 
135, 143, 187, 264, 280, 
289, 357, 366

pride of life....................359
principle.........105, 110, 177

priority...........................181
process...........................165
proclamation..................207
productive......................166
profit................................69
progeny..........................127
Promised Land...............162
property..........................129
prophecy268, 269, 275, 276, 

287, 288, 289, 291, 293, 
295, 299

prophesy185, 273, 274, 275, 
281, 285, 295, 296, 299, 
306

prophet.....18, 248, 305, 341
propitiation....51, 79, 80, 87, 

97, 122, 159, 315
prosperity.......................296
prostitution.............108, 195
Protestant Reformation. .237
providence. . .49, 91, 93, 123
psychology.....................323
psychotherapy................323
public education...............47
public school....................19
public speaking................17
Puritan........................15, 32
purity.12, 25, 35, 44, 45, 91, 

104, 130, 151, 183
race...................................53
rapture............211, 337, 338
rational...........................284
rational ability................282
rational consistency.......240
reason.................56, 57, 282
rebellion...................55, 121
reboot.............................317
reconciliation......81, 93, 94, 

117, 153
redemption......40, 110, 137, 

152, 324
reflectivity................46, 330
reformation..........7, 94, 230
regenerate...............166, 286
regeneration. .12, 27, 29, 40, 

55, 56, 58, 59, 63, 64, 81, 
85, 93, 100, 106, 115, 
139, 162, 169, 186, 193, 
199, 207, 208, 209, 213, 
219, 220, 221, 223, 226, 
228, 249, 256, 263, 269, 
271, 289, 290, 302, 303, 
306, 308, 309, 316, 317, 
318, 324, 326, 327, 328, 
331, 334, 336, 338, 342, 

343, 345, 349, 350, 351
rejection of the world.....265
relationship.....84, 106, 109, 

110, 113, 116, 117, 121, 
124, 158, 178, 217, 243, 
317, 333

relativism.........................57
relevance........................290
relevant............................16
religion...103, 106, 174, 186
religious.............8, 163, 184
remarriage......................116
remorse..........................308
renewal...................108, 268
repentance50, 61, 62, 76, 78, 

79, 80, 81, 82, 98, 99, 
311, 354

representational..............193
representative187, 190, 193, 

228, 318
reproduction...191, 333, 356
resentment......................264
resident pastor................150
resonance.......................166
responsibility 179, 181, 185, 

187, 188, 189, 190, 193, 
195, 205, 297

responsiveness, lack of. .336
restoration......................334
resurrection71, 97, 193, 205, 

271, 303, 309, 310, 312, 
313, 316, 319, 320, 321, 
324, 325, 329, 330, 331, 
334, 338, 339, 345, 346, 
347, 349, 351

resurrection, a certainty. 334
resurrection, mechanics of

...................................328
revelation.......................220
revenge...........................291
revival......................94, 230
revolution.......................124
reward............................156
rhetoric.......................17, 22
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